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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH 
1953. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  seventy- 
eighth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  your  Urban  County  District  for  the  year  1953. 

Introduction. 

The  district  has  been  affected  by  an  epidemic  of  Measles, 
which  accounts  for  the  large  increase  in  notifiable  disease,  but 
the  cases  were  all  mild;  there  were  no  other  epidemics.  The 
general  health  compares  favourably  with  other  parts  of  England 
and  Wales.  There  is  the  ever  present  problem  of  mining  sub- 
sidence which  is  having  a very  serious  effect  upon  the  sewage 
works.  Other  problems  are  housing  and  the  provision  of  a 
complete  water  carriage  system  of  conservancy.  Housing  sites 
are  limited  by  subsidence  and  the  question  of  clearance  areas 
for  the  subsequent  erection  of  tenements  on  these  stabilised 
areas  should  be  considered. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  district  remains  unchanged  at  approximately 
6,265  acres,  on  which  are  5,703  inhabited  houses,  containing  an 
estimated  population  of  19,280.  The  rateable  value  of  the  property 
in  the  district  is  £86,551,  and  a penny  rate  yields  £340.  The  dis- 
trict is  bounded  on  the  south  and  west  by  Haydock  U.D.,  on  the 
north-west  by  Biilinge  U.D.,  on  the  north  by  Wigan  C.B.,  and  on 
the  east  by  Abram  and  Golborne  U.D.s.  The  district  has  escaped 
the  extremes  of  climate.  The  greater  part  of  the  district  lies 
over  coal  measures  and  Bunter  sandstone.  There  is  active  sub- 
sidence in  the  district,  damaging  water  mains,  sewers,  roads  and 
houses.  Deep  and  open-cast  coal  mining  is  carried  on,  together 
with  farming  and  textile  weaving.  There  is  also  light  engineer- 
ing and  a thriving  lock  and  hinge  manufacture.  A number  of 
the  population  find  employment  in  cotton  mills,  iron  foundry, 
rayon  manufacture,  and  in  the  clothing,  catering,  bakery  and 
confectionery  trades  outside  the  district,  but  convenient  for 
travel. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


The  information  under  this  heading  is  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  population  remains 
practically  stationary. 

Population  of  Ashton-in-Makerfield  mid-1953 — 19,280. 


Comparability  factors:  Births  0.99.  Deaths  1.09. 


Live  Births  

Male 

150 

Female 

148 

Total 

298 

Legitimate  

149 

144 

293 

Illegitimate  

1 

4 

5 

Still  Births  

4 

6 

10 

Legitimate  

4 

6 

10 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  ... 

12 

5 

17 

Legitimate  

12 

5 

17 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks 

9 

3 

12 

Legitimate  

9 

3 

12 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Nil 

Mortality  rates  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


Total  (all  forms)  — 

Crude  rate  

Adjusted  rate  

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Malignant  neoplasms 


9.8 

10.6 

0.21 

0.93 


Live  birth  rate  per  1-000  estimated  population— 

Crude  rate  

Adjusted  rate  

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  . 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  

Neo-natal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  


15.5 

15.3 

32 

Nil 

57 

40 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1953. 


Under  1 year  of  age. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

Premature  Birth,  Con- 

genital  Debility  and 

Malformation  

8 



8 

Bronchopneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  causes  

3 

1 

— 

4 

Totals  

11 

1 

— 

12 

1—3 

3—6 

6—9 

9—12 

Total  over 

months 

months 

months 

months 

one  month 

Premature  Birth,  Con- 

genital  Debility  and 

Malformation  

' 

r 

— 

— 

Bronchopneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  causes  

1 

" 

" 

1 

2 

Totals  

2 

1 

— 

2 

5 

Grand  Total  all  causes — 17. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  GENERAL  POPULATION. 

MALE  FEMALE 
Quarters  Quarters 


lst-3rd  4th 

lst-3rd 

4th 

T’tls 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm — gastric  

1 

— 

3 

— 

4 

do.  bronchus,  lung 

. 1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

do.  breast  

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

do.  uterus  

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

do.  others  

. 4 

2 

2 

— 

8 

Din.bpt.ps  

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .. 

. 9 

2 

12 

4 

27 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

17 

3 

3 

1 

24 

Hypertension  without  Heart  disease  .. 

. — 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Heart  disease,  other  type  

. 15 

6 

14 

3 

38 

Circulatory  disease,  other  type  

3 

1 

3 

1 

8 

Influenza  

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 


Pneumonia  4 — 2 

Bronchitis  10  2 1 

Respiratory  disease,  other  type  1 — 1 

Nephritis  1 — 1 

Prostatic  hyperplasia  — 1 — 

Congenital  malformations  1 1 — 

Other  defined  or  ill-defined  disease  ...  10  4 11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  — - — 2 

All  other  accidents  2 2 1 

Suicide  — — 1 


1 7 

1 14 

— 2 
1 3 

1 

— 2 

— 25 

— 2 
5 

1 


All  causes 


80  31  65  12  188 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

corrected,  for  1953. 
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TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Years  M.  F. 

0—  — — 

1 1 

2 — — 

5 — — 

10  — — 

15  — 2 

20  1 1 

26  11 
35  — — 

45  3 

65  1 

65 

75  & upwards  — — 

M.  F. 

1 — 

1 — 
1 — 
1 — 

1 — 

M.  F. 

1 — 
1 — 

M.  F. 

1 — 

— 1 

TOTALS  7 4 

6 — 

2 — 

1 1 

11  6 

2 2 

Infectious  Disease. 

Cases  requiring  hospitalisation  are  admitted  to  Astley  and 
Whelley  Hospitals  as  before ; an  automatic  mechanical  respirator, 
"Iron  Lung”  is  available. 

Regular  weekly  sessions  for  immunisation  against  Diph- 
theria are  held  at  the  Lancashire  County  Child  Welfare  Centre 
in  the  town.  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  also  carried  out 
regularly  and  the  response  is  good.  During  the  year  under 
review  197  pre-school  age  children  completed  a full  course  of 
primary  immunisation  and  43  children  of  school  age  were 
similarly  immunised.  In  addition  to  these,  745  children  were 
given  a secondary  or  “boosting”  injection. 
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Housing. 

A “Points”  scheme  is  in  operation.  The  number  of  cases  of 
overcrowding  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  and  nearly  nine  hundred  applicationss  for  houses  have  been 
received  from  persons  living  in  lodgings.  The  hundred  and  forty- 
six  cases  of  overcrowding  referred  to  above  represent  one 
thousand  and  seventy-four  persons.  There  are  more  than  one 
hundred  houses  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  either  in  Clearance 
Areas  or  as  Individual  Unfit  houses.  To  meet  these  housing 
needs,  building  is  steadily  progressing;  a site  at  Riding  Lane, 
Bolton  Road,  is  in  preparation  for  the  erection  of  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  houses.  Seventy-six  houses  have  yet  to  be  built 
on  the  Landgate  site  to  complete  the  plan  at  that  place.  Many 
houses  in  the  district  are  over  50  years  old;  they  are  the  two- 
three  bedroom  terrace  type  and  many  are  affected  by  mining 
subsidence. 

Conclusion. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  staff 
of  the  Department  and  my  colleagues  for  their  help  in  the  smooth 
and  effective  daily  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  The 
support  and  interest  of  the  members  of  the  Council  is  much 
appreciated. 


Yours  faithfully, 

G.  A.  FULTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 

1953. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfielci 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  the  31st  December,  1953. 

The  year  brought  no  outstanding  changes,  but  on  many 
occasions  frustration  was  felt  when,  after  prolonged  negotiations 
with  the  owners,  the  same  property  again  became  defective  due 
to  the  effects  of  mining  subsidence.  Numerous  houses  have  to 
be  visited  at  regular  intervals  to  check  the  movement  of  walls, 
etc.,  in  order  to  guard  against  any  possible  injury  to  the 
occupants. 

It  is  only  the  lack  of  new  houses  that  prevents  me  from 
submitting  many  more  reports  to  the  Sanitary  and  Health  Com- 
mittee dealing  with  Individual  Unfit  Houses.  I hope  that  the 
situation  will  be  relieved  when  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  becomes  operative. 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Houses  and  premises  visited  during  routine  inspections 


and  re  nuisances  and  complaints  2,633 

Nuisances  discovered  1,278 

Nuisances  abated  1,369 

Revisits  to  nuisances  2,633 

Visits  re  infectious  disease  31 

Revisits  re  infectious  disease  53 


Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for 
sale  


Visits  to  factories 


8 


475 

148 


Visits  to  dairies  18 

Visits  re  licensing  and  registration  (Milk  Special  Designa- 
tions), 1949  88 

Visits  to  shops  286 

Notices  served  (Preliminary)  348 

Notices  served  (Statutory)  38 

Letters  sent  621 

Description  of  Nuisances  Dealt  With. 

Defective  and  damp  walls  176 

„ roofs  143 

„ eaves  gutters  and  spouts  154 

„ floors  70 

„ sinks  12 

„ wastepipes  8 

„ plasterwork  220 

„ windows  and  doors  216 

„ staircases  24 

„ paving  in  yards  and  passages  19 

„ chimneys  and  stacks  24 

„ setting  around  gulleys  10 

„ firegrates  21 

„ washing  boilers  6 

„ W.C.  cisterns  3 

„ W.C.  basins  4 

„ W.C.  supply  pipes  5 

„ closets  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  seats)  47 

„ ashpits  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  walls)  21 

„ pail  places  and  doors  19 

Overcrowding  4 

Houses  or  parts  requiring  cleansing  3 

Accumulation  of  refuse  3 

Choked  and  defective  drains  35 

Ventilating  shafts  1 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  

O 

Miscellaneous  
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Housing. 


During  the  year  the  Local  Authority’s  direct  labour  build- 
ing department  erected  76  houses  and  32  flats.  I am  disappointed 
not  to  be  able  to  report  that  some  more  bungalows  for  letting  to 
aged  persons  were  erected.  Some  of  this  class  of  applicant  are 
living  under  trying  conditions  and  the  building  of  about  40  more 
bungalows  in  different  parts  of  the  district  would  bring  untold 
happiness  to  the  old  people. 

I must  also  state  that  the  rate  of  buildings  of  Council  houses 
is  not  sufficient  to  deal  with  the  requirements  of  other  applicants. 

The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  remains  static  at 
about  150,  and  affects  approximately  330  families. 

According  to  the  housing  applications  there  are  around  900 
families  living  in  lodgings  who  desire  to  become  tenants  of 
Council  houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  76  more  houses  to  be 
erected  at  the  Landgate  housing  site  to  complete  the  scheme. 
Site  preparation  at  Riding  Lane  was  in  progress  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  building.  At  this  site  214  houses  are  to  be 
built. 

Although  some  persons  are  willing  to  be  re-housed  in  any 
part  of  the  district,  others  are  reluctant  to  move  from  the 
surroundings  with  which  they  are  familiar.  At  the  present  rate 
of  building,  unless  a change  in  procedure  is  adopted,  it  will  be 
1957  before  a new  site  in  another  area  is  commenced  and  I con- 
sider it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  public  if  more  than  one 
site  could  be  developed  at  the  same  time. 

The  Royal  Air  Force  and  private  builders  were  responsible 
for  the  erection  of  30  houses. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  13  houses,  three 
Ijeing  demolished  after  the  families  had  been  re-housed.  The 
remaining  families  were  awaiting  re-housing  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Housing  Statistics. 


Number  of  houses  erected  during  year: — 


(a)  (i)  By  the  local  authority  

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


108 

Nil 

30 


10 


(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: — 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  (included  under  (a) 

(i)  above)  108 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  (included  under  (a)  (iii) 

above  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  383 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  1,434 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  35 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  63 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  16 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  364 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notice  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  294 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  38 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice : — 

(a)  By  owners  52 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year  146 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  333 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1,574 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  67 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  66 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  414 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

There  were  five  applications  made  by  licensed  slaughtermen 
for  renewal  of  their  licences,  and  in  each  case  they  were  granted. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

There  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  pigs 

killed  by  domestic  pig  keepers  during  the  year.  This  was,  no 

doubt,  due  to  the  higher  cost  of  pig  food  which  reduced  the 
number  of  pigs  kept. 


12 


The  particulars  in  connection  with  same  are: — 

No.  slaughtered  No.  found  to  be  % affected  with  Otherwise 
and  examined  affected  with  T.B.  tuberculosis  affected 

37  1 2.70  Nil 


Continuous  progress  was  maintained  in  raising  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  in  shops  and  premises  where  food  is  stored  and 
prepared  for  human  consumption.  The  chief  difficulty  in  shops 
where  assistants  are  employed  is  the  trend  for  the  younger  staff 
to  leave  for  other  employment  immediately  they  have  acquired 
a knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

A rough  idea  of  the  type  of  businesses  engaged  in  handling 
food  in  the  district  can  be  gathered  from  the  following  details : — 


Bakeries  24 

Butchers  and  Cooked  Meats  19 

Cafes  7 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  24 

Greengrocers  14 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers  102 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  3 

Preparation  of  Cooked  Meat  and  Fish  ...  13 

Fishmongers  6 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  25 

Licensed  Premises  and  Off  Licences 

(including  Clubs)  40 

Hawkers  of  Fruit  and  Vegetables  11 


Food  Condemned. 

Tuberculosis  carcases  or  parts  

Boiled  Ham  

Jellied  Veal  

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  

Luncheon  Tongue  

Roast  Pork  

Coimed  Beef  

Sausage  

Bacon  

Butter  

Rabbits  

Eggs  


5 lbs. 
1047  „ 

• 15  „ 

. 6i„ 

• 81  „ 

• m„ 

• 6 „ 

. 50  „ 

. 22  „ 

• 1 „ 


16 

201 
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Cheese  

Mussels  

Stewed  Steak  

Luncheon  Meat  .... 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

Pork  Sausage  

Chicken  

Fruit  

Tomatoes  

Peas  

Beans  

Soup  

Milk  

Fish  

Preserves  

Milk  Pudding  

Blancmange  Powder 
Pickle  and  Chutney 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  number  of  registered  distributors  is  as  follows: — 


(1)  Dairies  in  district  6 

(2)  Shops  in  district  34 

(3)  Premises  outside  district  4 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Dealers’  Licences — Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  5 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

Retail  Distributors : — 


Pasteurised  11 

Sterilised  37 


One  hundred  and  six  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to 
dairies  and  shops  where  milk  is  sold,  in  addition  to  farms,  etc., 
in  connection  with  milk  sampling,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
as  follows: — 


47  packets 

3 cwts. 

45  tins 

7 „ 

8 „ 

>5  ,, 

4 „ 

179  „ 

125  „ 

55  „ 

36  „ 

42  „ 

28  „ 

3 

16  „ 

7 „ 

7 „ 

34  „ 
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Biological  Test  (Tuberculosis)  39 

Negative  32 

Positive  3 

No  result  4 

Phosphatase  Test  11 

Satisfactory  11 

Methylene  Blue  Test  13 

Satisfactory  11 

Unsatisfactory  2 

Turbidity  Test  1 

Satisfactory  1 


In  none  of  the  three  cases  where  positive  results  were 
obtained  did  the  resulting  veterinary  clinical  examination  or  the 
subsequent  biological  tests  of  the  milk  from  the  remaining  cows 
in  the  herds,  reveal  any  cows  that  suffered  from  tuberculosis. 
Cows  had  been  removed  between  the  samples  being  taken  by  me 
and  the  date  when  the  results  were  receivd. 

Ice  Cream. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  work  in  other  directions  a less  number 
of  samples  were  taken  than  in  the  previous  year.  I am  pleased 
to  state,  however,  that  no  Grade  4 sample  results  were  received, 
neither  did  I receive  any  reports  from  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
other  districts  that  they  had  taken  any  Grade  4 samples  from 
the  vehicles  operating  from  a manufactory  in  this  district. 


The  results  of  the  62  samples  taken  are  as  follows : — 


Produced 

Produced 

outside  district 

within  district 

Provisional  Grade  1 .... 

47 

36 

11 

99 

,,  2 .... 

11 

9 

2 

99 

9 

9f  U ••  • • 

4 

3 

1 

9* 

„ 4 .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Licenced  Premises. 

Periodical  inspections  were  made  of  licensed  premises, 
including  the  various  clubs,  and  conditions  were  found  to  be 
fairly  satisfactory. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

The  only  shop  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  has 
been  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 
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Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts. 

There  were  47  applications  made  for  renewal  of  petroleum 
storage  licences  and  four  new  applications  were  received.  One 
was  not  granted  because  Planning  Approval  was  not  obtained 
by  the  applicant. 

The  sum  of  £31  was  received  as  fees  for  the  licences. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Again  there  has  been  no  change  or  improvement  in  the 
method  of  disposal  of  refuse,  but  an  attempt  has  been  made  by 
the  limited  number  of  employees  available  to  keep  the  uncon- 
trolled tips  cleaner  in  appearance  than  in  previous  years. 

Difficulty  is  experienced,  however,  in  dealing  with  trades- 
men, who  object  to  paying  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse,  and 
who  deposit  their  refuse  on  the  tips  themselves. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  one  of  the  two  remaining 
horses  was  sold.  There  are  now  four  motor  and  one  horse  drawn 
vehicles  engaged  in  the  collection  of  refuse,  and  two  vehicles 
for  the  collection  of  nightsoil. 

The  long  “carry”  necessary  at  the  new  Council  housing 
estates  involves  the  employees  in  far  more  work  than  is  required 
to  collect  dustbins  from  private  houses,  owing  to  the  layout  of 
these  sites.  A distance  of  a quarter  of  a mile  is  walked  by  the 
truckmen  in  some  instances  in  the  collection  and  emptying  of 
a single  bin. 

5,293  loads  of  dry  and  4,223  loads  of  wet  refuse  were 
removed  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Pails  Pails  W.C.s  Ashpits  Bins 

demolished  converted  provided  abolished  provided 

2 33  252  2 138 

Total  Closet  Accommodation  in  the  District. 

Number  of  pail  closets  at  end  of  1952  (approximately)  ... 

Less  number  converted  33  \ 

Less  number  demolished  2 j 

Total  number  of  pail  closets  at  end  of  1953  


Number  of  water  closets  at  end  of  1952  (approximately) 

Number  of  conversions  33  i 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  at  new  houses  ...  182  [ .... 
Number  of  extra  water  closets  erected  37  I 


Number  of  water  closets  at  end  of  1953 


Number  of  waste  water  closets  included  above 


2,213 

35 

2,178 

3,813 

252 

4,065 

16 
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Ashpit  Accommodation. 


Number  of  dry  ashpits  at  end  of  1952  (approximately)  ...  2,003 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  abolished  during  1953  (2  demolitions)  2 

2,001 

Number  of  moveable  ashbins  at  end  of  1952  (approx.)  ...  3,803 

Number  of  ashbins  substituted  for  fixed  receptacles 


during  1953  Nil 

Number  of  new  houses  138 

3,941 

Less  number  of  houses  demolished  using  bins  Nil 


Number  of  moveable  ashbins  at  31st  December,  1953  ...  3,941 


In  December  1952,  the  Sanitary  and  Health  Committee 
resolved  that  a revised  programme  for  converting  50  pail  closets 
in  each  of  the  North,  South,  East  and  West  Wards  be  submitted 
to  them  for  consideration. 

The  programme,  which  dealt  with  203  pail  closets  to  be 
converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  at  a total  estimated  cost 
of  £6,339,  was  considered  at  the  June  meeting,  when  it  was 
decided  to  make  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  loan  sanction  of  £3,170.  Consent  was 
received,  and  I was  immensely  pleased  to  think  that  at  last  a 
real  start  could  be  made  to  remove  at  least  some  of  the  abomin- 
able pails  from  all  parts  of  the  district.  Then  a cruel  blow  fell. 
The  Surveyor  reported  that  further  serious  damage  had  been 
done  to  the  Edge  Green  Sewage  Works  through  mining  subsid- 
ence, as  a result,  a quantity  of  sewage  was  not  being  treated. 

In  October  the  Committee  was  reluctantly  compelled  to 
decide  that  the  issue  of  notices  in  respect  of  the  revised  prog- 
ramme of  pail  closet  conversions  be  deferred  until  the  Sewage 
Works  are  capable  of  taking  the  increased  flow. 

I know  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  deal  with  this 
matter  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  I am  greatly  concerned  that 
in  a district  such  as  this  there  are  approximately  40%  of  the 
houses  without  water  closets.  I suggest  that  consideration  be 
given  to  increase  the  grant  of  £4  made  by  the  Council  towards 
the  cost  of  voluntary  conversions  when  the  Sewage  Works  can 
deal  with  the  extra  sewage. 
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Salvage. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  waste  paper  and  kitchen  waste 
was  continued  throughout  the  year,  but  the  direction  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  compel  Local 
Authorities  to  collect  kitchen  waste  was  withdrawn  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

There  was  an  increased  collection  of  35  tons  of  waste  paper 
and  5 tons  of  waste  food  over  that  collected  in  1952,  but  the 
value  dropped  by  £300. 

The  figures  are  as  follows : — 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

Waste  Paper  170  18  — 

Kitchen  Waste  72  6 — 

The  value  of  this  material  was  £1,426  4s.  7d. 

Concentrated  kitchen  waste  was  purchased  from  the  Wigan 
Corporation  Cleansing  Department  and  sold  to  pig  keepers  in 
the  district. 

44  tons  were  bought  and  sold  at  a profit  of  £16  10s. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Number  of  factories  on  register:  123. 


Number  with  mechanical  power  

Number  without  mechanical  power  ... 

Inspec- 

tions 

53 

93 

Written 

Notices 

Nil 

1 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Nil 

Nil 

146 

1 

Nil 

Defects  Found. 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Other  nuisances  

Found 

7 

7 

Remedied 

7 

7 

14  14 


Registered  Premises. 


Bakers  and  confectioners  24 

Plumbers  and  painters  6 

Joiners  and  builders  16 
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Shoeing  smiths 1 

Wheelwi-ights  1 

Saddlers  1 

Motor  and  cycle  repairers  18 

Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers  3 

Laundries  1 

Printers  1 

Cabinet  makers  and  upholsterers 3 

Mineral  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers 2 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  3 

Sausage  makers  10 

Wholesale  chemist  1 

Cotton  weavers 1 

Boot,  shoe  and  clog  repairers  10 

Gasholders  1 

Electricians  3 

Sawmills  6 

Contractors  1 

Air  compressors,  etc 2 

Monumental  masons  and  precast  stone  manufacturers  ...  1 

Agricultural  machinery  repairs  2 

Firelighter  makers  1 

Demolition  contractors  1 

Cattle  food  preparation  1 

General  Engineering  2 


123 

Section  110. 

There  are  three  outworkers  resident  in  the  district  employed 
by  firms  carrying  on  business  in  the  City  of  Manchester. 

Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  1 

Notified  bjr  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  2 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

No  premises  are  licensed  or  registered,  but  10  inspections 
have  been  made  at  upholsterers’  and  cabinet  makers’  works. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

Complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  regarding 
the  emission  of  smoke  from  two  factory  chimneys,  but  in  both 
cases  the  bj^elaws  have  not  been  broken  during  the  periods  when 
observations  have  been  made.  In  my  opinion  the  time  limit 
allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  should  be  reduced  from 
the  permitted  eight  minutes  per  hour  to  two  minutes  per  half 
hour.  Twenty-two  observations  were  made  and  consultations 
with  the  stokers  of  the  two  furnaces  mentioned  above  were  held. 

The  spoilbanks  were  constantly  * visited.  Consolidation 
measures  at  the  Garswood  Park  site  appear  to  be  reducing  the 
risk  of  spontaneous  combustion  and  no  abnormal  temperatures 
have  been  recorded  during  the  year,  but  if  no  smoke  nuisance 
has  arisen,  the  unsightly  mass  of  colliery  waste  is  almost  as 
great  an  olfence  to  the  eye  as  the  foul  smell  from  the  burning 
Garswood  and  Garswood  llall  spoilbanks  was  in  previous  years. 

Slight  combustion  at  the  old  Garswood  spoilbank  still  causes 
objectionable  smells  in  the  School  Lane  and  Garswood  Road 
areas,  but  the  area  affected  is  gradually  being  reduced. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

All  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  visited,  together 
with  contacts  and  suspected  cases.  Records  of  each  case  are 
kept,  disinfection  is  carried  out  when  patients  are  removed  to 
hospital  or  if  kept  at  home,  when  the  medical  practitioner  certi- 
fies that  the  patient  is  free  from  infection. 

Number  of  positive  cases  notified  32 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  re  infectious  disease  84 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  21 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  24 

Disinfestation. 

There  wras  no  reduction  in  the  complaints  received  from 
householders  regarding  infestations  by  ants,  but  less  action  has 
been  necessary  in  dealing  with  other  pests  and  vermin. 

The  number  of  disinfestations  carried  out  is  as  follows: — 
Council  houses,  8.  Other  houses,  32. 

Rodent  Control. 

Action  has  been  maintained  against  rats  and  mice  and  the 
one  full-time  rodent  operator  employed  by  the  Council  has  given 
constant  attention  to  all  complaints  received  and  has  continued 
in  his  search  of  the  district  for  any  sign  of  infestations. 

Work  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Infestation 
Division,  is  shown  in  the  following  statistics: — 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul- 

tural 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
and 

Industrial) 

Total 

1.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1953 
as  a result  (a)  of  notifi- 
cation or  (b)  otherwise 

(a)  Nil 

23 

Nil 

10 

33 

(b)  45 

998 

84 

178 

1305 

2.  Number  of  properties 
(under  1)  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats 

Major  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Minor  25 

67 

Nil 

6 

97 

3.  Number  of  properties 
(under  1)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by 
mice 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

4 

7 

4.  Number  of  infested  pro- 
perties (under  2 and 
3)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

25 

69 

Nil 

10 

104 

In  addition  the  sewers  have  been  treated  twice. 

Public  Conveniences. 

There  has  been  no  relaxation  in  the  efforts  of  the  attendants 
at  the  public  conveniences  to  keep  them  in  a hygienic  condition, 
and  Mr.  Redfern  has  given  his  time  unstintingly  to  this  end. 

Misguided  individuals,  however,  continued  to  cause  damage 
and  upwards  of  £50  was  spent  in  repairs  due  to  wilful  damage. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

During  the  year  286  visits  and  observations  were  made  in 
connection  with  business  premises.  Included  in  this  total  are 
70  visits  made  in  connection  with  ventilation,  temperatures  and 
sanitary  conveniences. 

Re-Inspection  of  the  Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District. 

A further  re-inspection  of  the  housing,  sanitary  circum- 
stances and  administration  of  the  Urban  District  was  carried 
out  by  J.  C.  Almond,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
Sanitary  Officers,  and  a report  was  presented  to  the  County 
Council  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  on  the  11th 
November,  1953,  by  Dr.  S.  C.  Gawne,  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 
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I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  both  gentlemen  for  the  con- 
sideration shown  to  me  and  for  their  practical  understanding  of 
the  difficulties  of  a Sanitary  Inspector  in  a district  of  the  size 
and  type  of  Ashton-in-Makerfield.  Their  words  of  encourage- 
ment, advice  and  commendation  were  most  welcome. 

The  recommendations  made  by  Dr.  Gawne  include  the  need 
for  action  in  relation  to  the  sewage  works,  paving  of  streets  and 
back  streets,  continued  progress  with  pail  closet  conversion,  the 
introduction  of  “Controlled  Tipping’’  and  the  demolition  of  unfit 
houses. 


Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938-1950. 


Action  taken  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Department  during  1953  is  as  follows: — 


A total  of  98  samples  was  obtained;  of  these  42  were  of 
milk  (this  total  includes  2 Channel  Islands  milk)  and  the  56 
others  comprised : — 


6 Ice  cream. 

2 Syrup. 

1 Treacle. 

5 Dried  peas. 

2 Malt,  milk  and  cocoa 

beverage. 

4 Sauce. 

3 Malt  vinegar. 

1 Sodium  bicarbonate. 

4 Salad  cream. 

1 Oatmeal. 

1 Rolled  oats. 

2 Butter. 

1 Margarine. 

1 Cooking  fat. 


1 Olive  oil. 

1 Barley. 

2 Blancmange  powder. 

2 Pork  sausages. 

1 Mincemeat. 

1 Pork  pies. 

1 Coffee. 

2 Self  raising  flour. 

2 Raisins. 

2 Currants. 

1 Cut  mixed  peel. 

1 Chocolate  wafers. 

1 Curry  powder. 

1 Ground  almonds. 

3 Shredded  suet. 

the  County  Analyst  to  be 


All  the  samples  were  reported  by 
genuine. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  and  Health  Committee,  the  Clei'k 
of  the  Council,  and  other  officers  and  staff  for  the  co-operation 
and  understanding  I have  received  during  the  year. 

I also  desire  to  thank  the  County  Council  Health  Visitors 
for  help  received  in  dealing  with  problem  families  and  other 
matters,  and  Dr.  G.  A.  Fulton,  Mr.  Brennan  and  Mrs.  Lowe  for 
their  continued  help  and  co-operation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  BURROWS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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